Washtenaw County Commission on Aging
August 19th, 2022 | 8:30 – 10:30am | Remote Via Zoom
Sign up: https://www.washtenaw.org/3402/Commission-on-Aging 

Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/join | Join by Phone: 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 954 3400 0397 | Passcode: 633697
AGENDA
I. Call to Order 
Called by Chair Larson at 8:32
II. Roll Call
Present: Marta Larson, Marie Gress, Elizabeth Thompson, Steven Stein, Bennett Stark, Jason Maciejewski,
Absent (excused): Ellen Offen, Margaret Reynolds
Absent (unexcused): DeLois Wilson
Number of Community Attendees: 3
III. Public Participation - NONE 
IV. Commission Response to Public Participation - NONE
V. Report from the Board of Commissioners
[NOTE] Maciejewski states that the Board of Commissioners discussed ARPA 3 during the last meeting. It is expected that by the end of September, the funds will be approved and available. Maciejewski has discussed the importance of including stakeholders in approving funds with county administration.
[NOTE] Maciejewski mentions a program called Barrier Busters that helps individuals update and maintain housing. The BOC approved $400,000 additional in funding for the remainder of this fiscal year and next.
[NOTE] Larson asks Maciejewski about the process for filling the two vacancies on the COA. Maciejewski has had discussions with individuals to fill district 1 but there have not been any submitted applications. He plans to discuss with Lindeman about sending an email blast to fill the vacancies. 
[NOTE] Thompson asks Maciejewski about the timeframe for appointments to the Commission on Aging for the next term. Maciejewski believes applications would be available this fall, and appointments would be made in January. 
[NOTE] Gress asks if the current appointees meet until the new commission is set. Maciejewski states that he believes the current appointments expire in December so this group would meet until the end of December. 
[NOTE] Maciejewski will confirm with county administration when the current COA terms expire and when new members will be instated and share with the group at the next meeting.
VI. Approval of Minutes
Moved Gress, seconded Thompson that the minutes of the 8.5 meeting be approved.
Unanimous Roll Call Vote in the Affirmative. 
Minutes Approved.
VII. Subcommittee Updates
A. Communications
[NOTE] Gress shares that Larson is sharing information about the COA with the Ypsi Senior Center on 9/15.
B. Needs Assessment - NONE
C. ARPA 
[NOTE] Thompson is joining the subcommittee. Thompson has nothing to report.
D. Potential Millage - NONE
IX. Discussion Items
A. 2022 Calendar Discussion
[NOTE] Larson shares that the officers have adjusted the calendar, and it is their recommendation that the COA cancel the ARPA meetings for the remainder of the year. This would allow subcommittees to meet more frequently to accomplish their goals.
[NOTE] Thompson states that some of the extra time could be spent engaging others to apply for the COA. 
[NOTE] Larson emphasizes the importance of the annual report that will be developed at the end of the year in order to leave a clear record to the next appointees. 

Gress makes a motion to accept the revised 2022 meeting schedule. 

Moved Gress, seconded Thompson that the COA 2022 Tentative Meeting Schedule – Revised be approved.
Unanimous Roll Call Vote in the Affirmative. 
Calendar Approved.
X. Report from the Chair 
[NOTE] Larson states she will be presenting to the Ypsi Senior Center in September and plans to encourage them to be more active in the COA.
[NOTE] Larson states she heard from the Webster Township Historical Society, and they were interested in hearing more about the COA. Larson will be providing information on the work the COA is doing.
XI. New Business
[NOTE] Maciejewski brings up the AARP Livable Communities designation. He states that this designation is a process and takes several years to complete. The Governor has announced her desire to make the state an AARP Livable Community and the COA could explore this designation and see if the county could work towards this designation. 
[NOTE] Thompson states this would be a good idea to consider as the group discusses how to move forward. The Livable Communities designation would provide structure to things that the group could look at. She states that working on this designation would start discussions by interested parties in the community to develop a framework for achieving the designation. She would like to present this as a recommendation to the future COA. 
[NOTE] Maciejewski states that the process is community driven but also engagement by county commission and municipal leadership is needed. Maciejewski said he is happy to reach out to Lisa Dedden Cooper from AARP to share more information about the designation with the COA. 
[NOTE] Larson likes the idea of having someone speak to the group and would like information on how this applies to rural and urban communities. Larson would like to schedule this for a future meeting. Maciejewski will reach out to Lisa and copy the officers.
[NOTE] Stark states that he thinks this template will add to the discussion on the overall quality of life of older adults in the county. 
[NOTE] Larson states that the last 2-year term has been focused on identifying the problems and the next 2-year term could be more action oriented. 
[NOTE] Thompson states that using this program, it would allow this group to look at what other communities around the country are doing to address the same identified issues. She likes moving towards a solution identified process. 
[NOTE] Gress states her support for this.
[NOTE] Larson asks Maciejewski to request solutions that Lisa has identified in similar communities across the country. 
[NOTE] Larson has asked that members of the COA review the website before the next meeting - https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/. 
XII. Setting Next Meeting
0. September 2nd, 2022 @ 8:30am – Center for Independent Living
1. [NOTE] Stark is wondering how the CIL has been able to achieve buy in from the community. He poses this question for the discussion at the next meeting. 
XIII. Adjournment
Motion to Adjourn. Move Thompson, seconded Gress. Meeting Adjourned at 9:09am
The Commission’s purpose is to define the needs of and advocate on behalf of Washtenaw County seniors 60 years of age and older to promote equitable well-being and quality of life opportunities and outcomes. This will include providing recommendations to the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners and relevant stakeholders on the prudent spending of public funds related to senior services.
