Washtenaw County Commission on Aging
September 1, 2023| 9am – 11am | Remote Via Zoom
Sign up: https://www.washtenaw.org/3402/Commission-on-Aging 

Join by Zoom: 
https://washtenawcounty.zoom.us/j/89975904963?pwd=WkRqVFQ0UG5WeTZwRmRNb3dHbFQzQT09
Meeting ID: 899 7590 4963| Passcode: 447132 | Join by Phone: 1-312-626-6799
AGENDA
I. Call to Order
Called at 9 am
II. Roll Call
Present: Ballard, Larson, Gress, Reynolds, Thompson, Herzig, Heckendorn, Cooper, McKinney, Somerville
Absent: Green
Public Attendees (5)
III. Introduction of New Commissioner: Jasmine Cooper
IV. Public Participation: No Participation
V. Commission Response to Public Participation 
VI. Approval of Minutes: August 4, 2023
Edits identified by Gress: correction to acronym for AAACF and CAPDART
Motion: Gress 
Support: McKinney 9:10 am
Passed with Quorum
VII. Discussion Items
a. Presentation: Transportation: Deana Smith, Healthy Aging Collaborative 
9:12 am Presentation beginning, presentation available on website
Deana Smith presented on  Full Transportation Summit Report. The Summit (March, 2023) discussed Washtenaw County transportation options for older adults. Findings included that those who accessed options less frequently tended to be lower income and living in the more rural areas of the county, with high burden due to chronic health conditions. Strategies to improve transportation options were discussed, including a pilot project with Feonix Mobility Rising as a transportation hub.
Questions/Comments: 
Thompson: Could you expand on a transit assistance HUB?
Smith: The HUB is a place that an older adult, caregiver, or medical provider can access transportation options, to match the person with the type of transportation needed. Another element is the mobility manager role to serve a dual purpose to find right transportation service and help provide resources for other needs.  It is a one stop place, rather than just providing phone numbers for older adult to call. It’s a much simpler resource for an older adult, caregiver.
Gress:  AARP website shows training and rides between counties. Feonix’s HUB can assist with booking the ride for them. This would be boosted with funding, reducing amount of searching and increasing options and cost comparisons. 
Discussion of Feonix’s services continued. Some key points included:
Smith: Feonix has permanent office with local staff. Has applied for county ARPA funding for launch. 
Gress:  Rural counties don’t have the extra money to implement transportation services. Costs also are higher due to length of travel and even the costs to coming back to start with no one in the car, “deadheading”. 
Larson: People’s Express services are trying to coordinate outreach to let people know it’s there. It works closely with LETS and WAVE and will do transfers across county lines. Would be great to have someone coordinating needs with services out there. 
Smith: Feonix has started a volunteer provider system that is willing to go anywhere (to solve the problem of transportation “deserts” when the costs are too much to charge the rider. 
Nonemergency medical benefit through Medicaid is a system that fails a lot. Vendors that take Medicaid frequently cancel the ride at the last minute.  The Feonix model is for all ages. Priority will still be given to older adults and those with disabilities. 
Larson: Everyone should be in contact with each individual’s county commissioners to remind the importance of this matter.
b. 5-minute break
c. Subcommittee Updates
i. [bookmark: _Hlk135292812]Communications –Thompson, Larson, Heckendorn, Green
Thompson: Communications committee should meet and pull together transportation talking points to share with county commissioners.
Heckendorn: Sent out Senior Living week flyer to the email list from Safety Town Hall.
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk135292835]ARPA – Reynolds, Thompson, Larson, Heckendorn, Green
Reynolds: Have not met. Proposals were due at the end of July. No information about RPF status in minutes/agendas that were discussed with County Commissioners.
iii. [bookmark: _Hlk135292845]Potential Millage – Gress, Herzig, McKinney, Ballard
iv. [bookmark: _Hlk135292858]Moving Forward – Gress, Herzig, McKinney, Ballard, Reynolds 
Gress: No formal meeting for either group. Potential millage is awaiting decision on a general millage which would allocate some dollars to seniors. 
Herzig: When talking to commissioners about transportation, we could also ask questions and their stance on senior millage. There is need for sustainable funding for a county office of aging. COA could be helpful in sorting out the questions and answers to move forward. 
Somerville: Commissioners are not considering a general millage. The commissioners have been asking how would the millage change how we support older adults? The research from the AAACF may be helpful. Organizers behind the millage could be successful if they provided more information. 
Smith: Clarification question: Administrator Greg Dill over the summer was interested in advocating for a general operating millage. Is it under consideration? 
Somerville: County administrator may have said it, but it was not a collective Board of Commissioners’ conversation. 
McKinney: Need to carefully consider the pressure on older adults who may not be able to pay additional taxes. 
v. Safety Townhall – McKinney, Heckendorn, Gress, Reynolds
McKinney: Proposed location is Chelsea Senior Center. Date and time: June, 
 1-3 pm. Need to identify topics.
Herzig: Reported on theatrical presentation (Solo Acts), about solo aging. (Technical difficulties prevented hearing the report) 
VIII. Report from the Board of Commissioners
a. County Fund Mapping Project
b. ARPA RFP
Somerville: Next board packet you will see recommendations for awards from ARPA RFP. There is still money remaining. Commissioners will need to take action to spend the remaining funds. RFP for Fund Mapping will go out in October, open for a month. ARPA dollars need to be allocated by end of 2024. Recommend having a COA resolution to show a collaborative approach. 
Commissioners asked clarifying questions on ARPA funding and the $200,000 for county fund mapping.
c.  Open Seats: District 8 (1), At Large (1)
IX. Report from the Chair
According to bylaws, chair’s term is limited to 2 consecutive terms (1-year limits), so new chair must be selected in January. Chair encourages members to put name forward for chair. 
Meeting stipend issued quarterly or every 6 months. If not received, check in with Ashley Hall. 
X. New Business
XI. Setting Next Meeting: October 6, 2023: Housing, Long term care and Evictions.
XII. Adjournment 
Motioned: Gress Supported: Thompson Adjournment: 11:00am
Washtenaw County Commission on Aging meetings are recorded and are available at 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLR9rFHLfXEKhiQa3DQzHLSmdjIcf00Jtb

The Commission’s purpose is to define the needs of and advocate on behalf of Washtenaw County seniors 60 years of age and older to promote equitable well-being and quality of life opportunities and outcomes. This will include providing recommendations to the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners and relevant stakeholders on the prudent spending of public funds related to senior services.

Presentations that the Commission may hear at future meetings: How to use the Opportunity Index Tool, Housing, Socialization

