


Washtenaw County Environmental Council

February 23, 2021
5:00 PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom

https://washtenawcounty.zoom.us/j/98951275538
Meeting ID: 989 5127 5538
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799 then enter 98951275538# 


APPROVED MINUTES
I. Call to Order: 
Called by Chair Olsson at 5:13 PM

II. Attendance 
Present:  Andrew Comai (Ann Arbor), Ann Brown (Ypsilanti), Kris Olsson (Ann Arbor Township), Tim Redmond (Scio Township), Sue Shink (Northfield Township), Jason Morgan (Ann Arbor). Lisa Wozniak (Ypsilanti) joined at 5:20. Gay MacGregor (Dexter) joined at 5:35. 
Absent: Hallie Fox, Michelle Deatrick, Erin DeVries, Andy LaBarre.

III. Approval of the Agenda 
Moved by Wozniak, Seconded Shink. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes
A. January 26, 2021
Shink in Northfield, not Superior
Moved by Redmond, Seconded Shink. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

V. Public Participation Each person will receive four (4) minutes to address the Council. 
	None

VI. Council Responses to Citizen Participation 
	None

VII. Regular Business
A. CAP work plan update: 
Sue S. – No progress since last update, but continuing progress. 
Andrew DeLeeuw – Gave an update on various efficiency projects underway:  LED Project, DTE Energy Agreement, Presentation to AA2030 District by April on 3/9, Working Session presentation on 4/8: Projects, Emissions Inventory.
April Baranek – Provided additional detail about the LED Project and RFP process. 
Lisa W. – City of Grand Rapids is using an Equity Analyst to promote energy and construction. 
Andrew C. – Is there information available about the county’s building management systems in terms of how those are used. Balancing cleaning with energy efficiency. 
Chair Olsson – What is the difference between the Energy Audit and the Greenhouse Gas Emissions?
April B. – the DTE Energy Manager program will provide the list of the specific tasks for the future emissions reductions of the County and its operations.

B. Continued Discussion: Outreach and Engagement for Community Wide Plan
Chair Olsson – Provided a summary of the actions taken at the last meeting.	
Sue S. – Looking to include Peter Lindemann as a means to support the Environmental Council, and looking to ICLEI for support and tools. ICLEI Training Cohorts – these trainings provide a roadmap and technical support for staff. 
Chair Olsson - will share the list of groups with Peter for him to start with the outreach
Redmond – what is important for this council to do? 
Sue S. – wanted to speak to each of the members. Initial focus was to start the work. That has happened. Work has started. Look to example of ALPAC where there is strong staff support and a robust team to work on the direction of the Environmental Council. Use Peter and Crystal as communication support for the work of the EC. 
Jason M. – agree with Sue, especially with regards to reaching out to council members to hear what is working and what isn’t. Want to be purposeful. Direction is going well. More work to be done. 
Redmond – all want to be effective and involved and care about the outcome. Lots of talent on the group.
Shink – Pace of change has really increased in recent years. There is a good amount of momentum and direction changing. These changes are systemic and take time. Her intention is to talk to each member. 
Feedback as to the purpose of EC:
Olsson – Serves on another panel (NATAC) and it is very much an oversight role of county programming. Thought this committee would work similarly. Provide advice and technical expertise to the direction of the work of the county. Good to hear from commissioners that some improvements are being made. Open to support in many different ways. 
MacGregor – Do have advice, may not be at point to provide technical guidance. There is a role to assist with communication, and in a point to assist with decision making points when different options are being considered. For Example Gay regarding autos, Tim and farming. 
Sue S - Will be calling the others. 
VIII. New Business 
A. Scheduling Presentations with members Climate Solutions Advisory (Discussion)
Wozniak – first meeting is this next week. Proposal to have a local rep be co-chair. Great idea, but should wait to let the group get started. Several Different Workgroups will be out there, and could discuss very specific functions. Expect that there will be challenges with existing state law. 
Deatrick - … Appointment of Tom Vilsack. 
Shink – Membership in MAUI
Wozniak – understanding the levers necessary to implement any plan that the County adopts. 
Shink will reach out to MAC on the issue. 
Morgan – suggests resolution requesting that the BOC and MAC to take action. 
Moved: Wozniak, Second MacGregor, that the Washtenaw County Environmental Council ask that The Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners pass a resolution asking for the cap on distributed Power to be lifted, and that this letter be shared with the Michigan Association of Counties and the Washtenaw County Legislative Delegation.
Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 
Redmond – Is there an update on the Climate Action Plan? Shink – no timeline at this point. Limited capacity. 
Redmond – could be other ways for the environmental council to be useful in the meantime. 
Olsson – can always be reached out between the meetings about possible content for future meetings. 
Shink – internal work is underway, 

IX. Communications and Reports 
A. Council members 
B. Staff 
C. Finance Report 
X. Tasks:
XII.  Adjourn  
Moved by MacGregor, Seconded Brown. Approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

Next meeting: 
March 23, 2020
5:00 PM
Remote Meeting, via Zoom 




