


Washtenaw County Environmental Council

June 26, 2021
5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom

Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/join
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 992 1845 9737
Passcode: 545097


APPROVED MINUTES

1. Call to Order 
Meeting called to order by Chair Olsson at 5:05 PM
2. Attendance 

Councilmembers Present:  Kris Olsson (Ann Arbor Township), Michelle Deatrick (Superior Township), Jason Morgan (Junction City, Portage County, Wisconsin), Sue Shink (Centerville Township, Leelanau County) Lisa Wozniak (Ypsilanti), Andrew Comai (Southfield, Oakland County), Teresa Tupacz (Pittsfield Township), and Hallie Fox (Ypsilanti Township). Gay MacGregor (Dexter) joined at 5:22.

Councilmembers Absent: Anne Brown, Tim Redmond 

Staff Present: Ed Golembiewski, Crystal Campbell, April Avigne, and Andrew DeLeeuw

3. Approval of the Agenda 
Moved by Shink, Seconded Deatrick. Approved unanimously by roll call vote
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS: SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS (10 Minutes)
Chief Deputy Clerk of Washtenaw County Ed Golembiewski verbally administered the oath of office to those Members of the Environmental Council present at this point in the meeting. These members included Olsson, Deatrick, Morgan, Shink, Wozniak, Comai, Tupacz, and Fox. Mr. Golembiewski indicated that the Clerk’s office would be mailing oath cards to each member to sign and return following the meeting. 

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes (5 Minutes)

A. April 27, 2021 
Moved by Shink, Seconded Fox. Approved unanimously by roll call vote
B. May 25, 2021
Moved by Shink, Seconded Fox. Approved unanimously by roll call vote

5. Citizen Participation: each person will receive four (4) minutes to address the Council

None.

6. Council Responses to Citizen Participation 

None.

7. Special Presentations

None.

8. Regular Business

A. Climate Action Plan RFP Status Update – Andrew DeLeeuw (10 Minutes)
Andrew DeLeeuw provided a status update on the Washtenaw County Community and Organizational Climate Action Plan. He shared that the Request for Proposals had been published on June 7, and was scheduled to close on July 6 at 3:00 PM. He shared that a mandatory pre-bid meeting had been held on Monday, June 14, and was well attended by interested parties. He further shared that the RFP as published was largely in the same form as had been previously reviewed by the Environmental Council, and he thanked the council for their input and suggestions. He indicated that an RFP Selection Committee had been assembled to review the proposals and select the preferred vendor, and that this group included Chair Olsson, Councilmember Shink, Crystal Campbell of the Washtenaw County Racial Equity Office, Missy Stults of the City of Ann Arbor, and Mr. DeLeeuw. He stated that he expected the selection process to be completed by the end of July, and that a contract could be in place by the end of the summer, but that achieving a contract would likely be dependent upon additional action by the Board of Commissioners to allocate funding, on the assumption that the costs of the work would exceed the $30,000 previously allocated by the Board.
Chair Olsson asked questions about the future work of the selection committee regarding contract negotiations, and Mr. DeLeeuw indicated that the contracting negotiations would be a separate process from vendor selection. Councilmember Tupacz asked if RFP responses could be made available to other members of the Council, and Mr. DeLeeuw indicated that he would look into the matter and respond.

9. New Business

A. Bylaws Update: Quorum (10 Minutes) 
Mr. DeLeeuw summarized a proposed amendment to the bylaws of the Washtenaw County Environmental Council which had been reviewed and approved by County counsel. The proposed changes would alter the quorum to be the lesser of 5 members or 51% of active members. He stated that the bylaws did not allow for this item to be considered at this meeting, but that it could be acted upon at the July meeting. And that should it be reviewed at that meeting it would need to be approved by the Board of Commissioners prior to taking effect. 

B. State Legislation Update
Councilmember Fox provided an overview of possibilities for funding of certain environmental proposals with the American Rescue Plan funds allocated to the State of Michigan. She discussed specific areas of opportunity in Washtenaw County, including the replacement of 231 lead service lines in the YCUA service area, an estimated 3500 water bills in arrears within the County, and the possibility of energy efficiency improvements in rental buildings. 

C. Washtenaw Rescue Plan Update 
Councilmember Shink provided an overview of the Washtenaw Rescue Plan documentation developed by the County. She described the various projects and programs being considered for funding by the Board, the process being used to hear concerns and suggestions from the public, the goal of maximizing lots of funding all coming at once, and the need to coordinate spending with the State of Michigan and other local units of Government. In particular she referenced the possibility of expanding the County’s Weatherization program. 

D. Discussion 
Chair Olsson led a discussion with the Council about the direction and future work of the Environmental Council

10. Communications and Reports 

A. Council members 
Councilmember Shink indicated that one really should take the opportunity to be swarmed by cicadas. 

B. Staff 
None.
C. Committees 
None.
11. Tasks: 

12. Adjourn  
Meeting adjourned at 6:12 PM

Minutes prepared by:
Andrew DeLeeuw, Staff Support to the Environmental Council
Approved by the Environmental Council on August 24, 2021



