


Washtenaw County Environmental Council
 
Tuesday, May 23
5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom
 
Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/join
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 873 0013 5225
Passcode: 709275
 
APPROVED MINUTES
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Attendance 

	Anne Brown
	N
	 

	Andrew Comai
	N
	 

	Michelle Deatrick
	Y
	Superior Township

	Ruby Horton
	N
	 

	Gay MacGregor
	Y
	Dexter

	Kris Olsson
	Y
	Whitmore Lake

	Yousef Rabhi
	Y
	Lansing, 5:06 PM

	Avni Rao
	Y
	Pittsfield Township

	Elizabeth Ratzloff
	Y
	Ypsilanti

	Tim Redmond
	N
	 

	Katie Scott
	Y
	Ann Arbor, 5:12 PM

	Annie Somerville
	Y
	Lansing

	Theresa Tupacz
	N
	 

	Benjamin VanGessel
	Y
	Marquette

	Lisa Wozniak
	N
	




 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
 
4. Approval of Meeting Minutes (5 Minutes)
 
a. April 25, 2023
i. Voice Vote, all passed.
 
5. Citizen Participation: (up to 4 minutes per speaker)
 
6. Council Responses to Citizen Participation 
 
7. Special Presentations
a. None
 
8. Regular Business
 
a. Committees and Committee Reports
i. Draft Resolution Confirming the Funding Committee as a Special Committee of the WCEC, and Specifying the Planning Committee’s Organization and Powers
ii. Discussion: 
1. Kris clarified intention of committee. While we wait for the County to create and make hires for the Resiliency Office, there is a lot of grant money available and the WCEC can get a jumpstart on finding funding for this office.
2. Contact Kris and CC Michelle if you are interested in serving on the funding committee. 
3. Voice Vote, all passed
iii. Avni spoke to the need for a Public Outreach Committee. She will Chair the committee. If anyone is interested in joining the public outreach committee, please reach out to Avni. 
b. Climate Action Plan 
i. Staff Updates
1. Staffing
a. Documents are currently with HR department. 
b. Next step will be submission in the coming weeks to the Board of Commissioners to pass the funding for the positions, office supplies, and technology.
c. Grant work- there has been interest in hiring a grant writer in the County, it is being worked on. 
i. Michelle: How would this person’s time be divvied up? – Andrew agrees this is a great question and says the County is working on it. He will give an update during the next WCEC meeting in June.
2. Budget
3. Implementation Plan
ii. Draft Resolution Affirming Support for Urgent Implementation of the County’s Historic, Bold Climate and Environmental Justice Action Plan, Resilient Washtenaw, Including Approval of a Budget, Retention of Staff, Allocation of Office Space and All Other Necessary Measures 
1. Discussion:
a. Gay strongly concerned we will already miss deadlines that are in the plan. 
b. Liz spoke on the urgency of the climate problem and the need to make strong, hold action.
2. Roll Call Vote, 9 yes’s. Passed.
 
9. New Business
 
a. Building Projects and Energy Use 
i. Jason Fee, Facilities Management Director
1. Discussion: 
a. Yousef- Wants to know if the solar panel installers are part of the responsible contractor policy? 
i. Jason is not sure but will find out. 
b. Ben- What is the interior sq. footage of Washtenaw County?
i. 825,000 sq feet spread across 22 different facilities.
c. Ben- What is partial use vs. 24 hour use? 
i. 4-5 are 24-hour use, the rest are normal business hours.
d. Yousef- The percentage change in usage has gone down across the board, but the price has gone up in many situations. 
i. This is due to DTEs rate changes. 
e. Katie- Have we installed smart thermostats anywhere?
i. Yes
f. Yousef- We use ann arbor recycling for our facilities, right? He is concerned about single use plastic bags being in our County building recycling. 
i. Jason is aware of this issue and is already working on a correction.
g. Michelle- Input on the environmentally sound operations policy, when would you need that by?
i. Over the summer would be most useful. There is no firm deadline, but the sooner the better.
h. Yousef- What is the fleet reduction goal?
i. Goal is to completely electrify our fleet by 2030.
ii. Goals were discussed in depth during the Climate Action Plan process, and at the board table. 
iii. Yousef would like us to work on intermediary goal setting for the climate action plan. 
iv. Also wants to know what the maintenance schedule is for the rain gardens.
 
10. Communications and Reports 
a. Chair’s Report: 
i. Michelle will be sharing a spreadsheet from the Environmental Protection Network that can help frontline communities to apply for Grants. 
ii. A coalition has come together with a list of resources to apply for grants. 
iii. Checking with Commissioners to see if we need to have an August meeting. 
1. Please let Michelle know if you can’t make it for Quorums sake. 
 
A. Councilmembers  

B. Staff 
a. Briefing: Tabling for Resilient Washtenaw

C. Committees 
 
11. Adjourn  
 
 
Next meeting: 
June 27, 2023
5:00 PM
Remote through Zoom
 
 





