Washtenaw County Environmental Council

Tuesday, June 27
5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom

Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/join
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 873 0013 5225
Passcode: 709275


APPROVED MINUTES


1. Call to Order 

2. Attendance 

	First Name
	Last Name
	Present?
	
	
	
	
	

	Anne
	Brown
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Andrew
	Comai
	N
	
	
	
	
	

	Michelle
	Deatrick
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Ruby
	Horton
	N
	
	
	
	
	

	Gay
	MacGregor
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Kris
	Olsson
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Yousef
	Rabhi
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Avni
	Rao
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Elizabeth
	Ratzloff
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Tim
	Redmond
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Katie
	Scott
	Y
	
	
	
	
	

	Annie
	Somerville
	N
	
	
	
	
	

	Theresa
	Tupacz
	N
	
	
	
	
	

	Benjamin
	VanGessel
	Y
	
	
	
	
	




3. Approval of the Agenda 

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes (5 Minutes)

a. May 23, 2023 – Approved 

5. Citizen Participation: (up to 4 minutes per speaker)

6. Council Responses to Citizen Participation 

7. Special Presentations
a. None

8. Regular Business

a. Committees and Committee Reports
i. Outreach Committee Report Avni 
1. Official flyer to present at tabling events 
a. Current calls to action for public to participate 
2. Gay and Tim will be joining Avni on the Outreach Committee
ii. Funding Committee Kris Olson
1. Spreadsheet: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NycUd7Dd4WSRapHYAc8Z3yBoGEeU369GFkjt0WtJMjc/edit#gid=0
2. IRA direct pay program for municipalities to fund renewable energy programs: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a5414caf9a61e90a854b98c/t/6494867d3fc832597c188c81/1687455358588/DirectPayFlyer.pdf

9. New Business

a. Racial Equity Office
i. Terrence Williams, Community Engagement and Program Manager 
1. There is no environmental justice without racial justice 
2. Tim- Does the REO have a budget from the County? 
a. Yes. The budget expands and grows but the bulk of the budget goes to the staff. There are also funds from the marijuana taxes that go to the REO. 
3. Michelle- Does the overall purview of the REO include the grant writing opportunities? Does the REO provide financial or grant writing support to needy communities?
4. Liz- City of Ypsilanti sustainability coalition has been thinking and talking about how the city will interact with the implementation of the Resilient Washtenaw plan. Does it make sense to coordinate both entities? 
a. Yes. 

b. Climate Action Plan Update
i. Staff recommendations for the Resiliency Office will start at the board table in September/October
ii. There is interest in a grant position to pursue outside funding sources. We will be looking to hire someone within the next couple of weeks. 
iii. Intern is working on program proposals within the climate action plan
1. Ben: Do we have anyone who is designated at the county to follow the EPA webinar updates? 
a. Andrew- we try but it isn’t always possible. The Resiliency office staffers would attend things like this. 
2. Michelle: If the grant writer isn’t solely focused on climate, we should focus on identifying grants that are pertinent to the resilient Washtenaw plan.
3. Ben: Has there been any coordination with SEMCOG on the climate action plan?
a. The person leading this work for SEMCOG is a Washtenaw county resident and we are working closely together.
4. Michelle asked to clarify staff positions:
a. Grant writer would be a temp employee, and this is close to publishing. 
b. Resiliency Office Timeline is working its way through the internal budget process, submission happened 2 weeks ago. They will be recommendations to the board of commissioners. 
5. Michelle- is there a possibility of fast tracking this? 9 months out seems too far.
a. 9 Months is correct. 
6. Kris- Can we get started on parts of the plan without staff?
a. There is no budget at this time for the work. 
7. Michelle- Did the consultants develop a timetable of when particular dates are supposed to happen? 

c. Additional item to discuss a letter of support from webster township who is looking for a grant to turn their webster village area into a resiliency hub. 
i. Michelle is looking for a deadline
ii. Suggest authorizing the council to support Washtenaw County municipality that are in alignment with the climate action plan
iii. Michelle will be writing a bylaw change in order to allow the council to be able to approve letters of support like this.
iv. Yousef suggests that we create a process that letters of support must follow in order to sign. 
v. Kris will send letter to Andrew, myself, and Michelle to start the process. 
vi. Conditional on the approval of Corp Counsel 
1. The environmental council did this last night, do we have this approval? What are they able to do? Chair send on behalf of self? Chair send on behalf of council? WCEC send on behalf of County? - if these aren’t allowed, how can we modify this to make it happen?


10. Communications and Reports 

A. Councilmembers  
a. Yousef- Does think it would be valuable for this group to send a recommendation to the board on hiring. 
i. Michelle will send the resolution to the Commissioners with a cover letter.
ii. Kris suggests reaching out to other groups for sign-on for the letter.
iii. Yousef- Members of the council can also come to a board meeting and speak on this resolution.
1. Get a meeting with Justin, Katie, Annie, and Michelle to talk about this resolution.
B. Staff 
a. Planned Presentations for future meetings 
i. July Presentation: Jason Fee, Facilities Management Director- County Fleet: Fleet overview, current policies, opportunities. 
ii. August Presentation: Theo Eggermont, Public Work Director- Solid Waste Ordinance Revisions
iii. Topics prioritized by the Council 
1. Listed in Addendums. 
C. Committees and Committee Reports 
a. Outreach 
b. Funding 

11. Adjourn  


Next meeting: 
July 25, 2023
5:00 PM
Remote through Zoom


