Washtenaw County Environmental Council

Tuesday, July 25
5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom

Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/join
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 873 0013 5225
Passcode: 709275


APPROVED MINUTES


1. Call to Order 

2. Attendance 

	First Name
	Last Name
	Officer
	Seat
	Present (Y/N)

	Anne
	Brown
	Vice Chair
	Racial Equity and Environmental Issues
	Y

	Andrew
	Comai
	
	Labor
	N

	Michelle
	Deatrick
	Chair
	Land Use and Preservation
	Y

	Ruby
	Horton
	
	Water Protection
	Y

	Gay
	MacGregor
	
	Vehicle Emission Reduction Issues
	Y

	Kris
	Olsson
	
	Community Groups
	Y

	Yousef
	Rabhi
	
	BOC Liaison
	Y

	Avni
	Rao
	
	Youth
	Y

	Elizabeth
	Ratzloff
	
	Public Health
	N

	Tim
	Redmond
	
	Sustainable Agriculture
	Y

	Katie
	Scott
	
	BOC Liaison
	Y

	Annie
	Somerville
	
	BOC Liaison
	Y

	Theresa
	Tupacz
	
	Sustainable Energy Producers
	N

	Benjamin
	VanGessel
	
	Infrastructure Energey Reduction Issues
	Y

	OPEN SPOT
	
	
	Community Groups (MI LCV)
	




3. Approval of the Agenda 
a. First: Ben
b. Second: Kris

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes (5 Minutes) 
a. First: Avni
b. Second: Tim
c. Friendly amendment to add “conversation included these questions” before the highlighted yellow section

5. Citizen Participation: (up to 4 minutes per speaker)
a. None

6. Council Responses to Citizen Participation 
a. None

7. Special Presentations

a. Lean and Green Michigan – PACE Loan Group
i. Mary Freeman, Owner and Outreach
ii. Questions: 
1. What do Counties need to do in order to take part in PACE?
2. Difference between PACE & MI Saves?
3. What is the Henry?

8. Regular Business

9. New Business

a. Fleet Management Update
ii. Jason Fee, Director Facilities Management
1. Commissioner Scott suggest finding ways to integrate hybrid vehicles into the mix
2. Ben asked about Hybrid/EV options and how they will fit in with capital expenditures in the near term.
3. Member of the public asks if the County is aware of the DTE incentives available for EV infrastructure?
4. Michelle is wondering at what point are we incorporating considerations of not just MPG but also Co2 impact of the vehicle construction?
a. Important to consider the chain of production
5. MD- Is the County buying union produced vehicles? The current fleet policy was written in 2015. 
6. Commissioner Scott believes that we need very thoughtful integration of our fleet policy & responsible contractor policy.
7. Do we have solar on vehicle garages?
8. Chair requests Jason & mary come back in 6 months for another fleet presentation.
9. How does purchasing policy get created?

b. Climate Action Plan Update
i. Andrew gave update on staffing 
1. Hopes to give update at the next meeting on how the staffing update was scored in internal budget ask system.
b. Total budget ask was $385K 
b. The support of the climate action plan is a component of the scoring criteria of the budget ask.
2. Commissioner Rabhi gave update on meeting with Chair Hodge with a concern around the amount of time it will take to approve this budget and hire.
3. Gay suggests that if we fast-track any positions, hire the resiliency officer.

10. Communications and Reports 

A. Councilmembers  
B. Staff 
C. Committees and Committee Reports 
a. Committees and Committee Reports
i. Standing Committees
1. None
ii. Special/ Ad-Hoc Committees
1. Funding Committee - Kris Olsson
2. Outreach Committee – Avni Rao
a. Work has started and we hope to make updates to the website soon.

11. Adjourn  
a. First: Yousef
b. Second: Katie


Next meeting: 
August 22, 2023
5:00 PM
Remote through Zoom



