Washtenaw County Environmental Council
 
Tuesday, August 22
5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom
 
Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/join
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 873 0013 5225
Passcode: 709275
 
APPROVED MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Attendance. 
Present: Michelle Deatrick, Kris Olsson, Yousef Rabhi, Avni Rao, Elizabeth Ratzloff, Katie Scott, Annie Somerville, Theresa Tupacz. Benjamin VanGessel, Hudson Villaneuve
Absent: Anne Brown, Andrew Comai, Ruby Horton, Gay MacGregor, Tim Redmond
 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
a. Moved by Kris
b. Second: Liz
Agenda was approved unanimously. 
 
4. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
a. Moved by Kris
b. Second: Liz
i. July 25, 2023
1. Tabling this for the next meeting due to missing attendance and several other items. 
ii. Chair requested that updated minutes be included in September Agenda Packet
 
5. Citizen Participation: (up to 4 minutes per speaker)
a. none
 
6. Council Responses to Citizen Participation
a. none 
 
7. Committees and Committee Reports 
a. Standing Committees
i. None
b. Special/ Ad-Hoc Committees
i. Funding Committee Report - Kris Olsson, Committee Chair
1. SEMCOG will be receiving a large chunk of money to enact it’s climate action plan and will soon be asking folks to get more involved in their CAP process.
2. Council received information on Solar For All Grants that we missed the deadline on.
3. Comment from County Staffer Mary Braun: 	The DOE is not granting to local governments, they are targeting states to redistribute the money to local governments. 
a. Thursday, August 24th 9-10:30AM (90 minutes)- Solar Market Strategy, Financial Assistance, and Technical Assistance – Register Here for Session 1
b. Friday, August 25th  1-2PM (60 minutes)- Impact Assessment and Meaningful Benefits/Equitable Access and Meaningful Involvement – Register Here for Session 2
4. Outreach Committee Report – Avni Rao, Chair
a. Flyer is complete for use at different outreach events and was shared with the Council and staff
b. Ann Arbor Green Fair tabling. The Council is tabling. 
i. Link to sign up to help: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Sv0FyIAIZ4I1gS7_YjqL_qksHx7Usfvg11ypD456dbs/edit#gid=0
c. Council’s  main ask is to give public comment 
d. Website changes 
i. Michelle and Ashley will talk
 
8. Special Presentations
 
a. Regional Resiliency Authority, Andrew DeLeeuw
i. Questions: 
1. Is it correct that the proposed RRA in Resilient Washtenaw plan is unique across the country? Is there any other entity doing anything similar to that or are structured in the same way we set it up here?
a. Yes and No 
2. Who do you envision making the decisions to set this up?
a. The BOC, with the recommendation coming through the WCEC. 
3. Could this group go beyond the reach of the CAP? 
4. Do we feel like this council could start with decision making on what we want the authority to look like? And how would we do that?
5. Can we pick out actions in the climate action plan that folks on the council do without staff?
6. Can we continue to have conversations about what we would recommend, but in order to make a recommendation we would want to talk and learn more about the entities that would be part of a regional authority? 
a. Can we invite them to join a meeting and see how much they would like to join a meeting?
7. Michelle: What if we reached out to the townships and asked a representative of that government to see what they are doing currently? 
8. Yousef: I think there is a lot more in state law currently that we can use moving forward that could be helpful to us. 
 
9. Regular Business
 
10. New Business
 
a. Climate Action Plan Update
 
11. Adjourn 
a. Moved by Liz 
b. Second: Avni 
c. Passed unanimously. 
 
 
Next meeting: 
September 29, 2023
5:00 PM
Remote through Zoom
 
 
 


