Washtenaw County Environmental Council

Tuesday, November 28, 2023
5:00PM - 6:30PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom
Join by Zoom: https//zoom.us/join
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799
 Meeting ID: 873 0013 5225 
Passcode: 709275 

APPROVED MINUTES

I. Call to Order  
II. Attendance   
Present: Anne Brown, Michelle Deatrick, Gay MacGregor, Kris Olsson, Yousef Rabhi, Avni Rao, Elizabeth Ratzloff, Katie Scott, Annie Somerville, Benjamin VanGessel, Husdon Villeneuve 

Not Present: Andrew Comai, Ruby Horton, Theresa Tupacz, Tim Redmond

III. Approval of the Agenda  
Moved by: Liz Ratzloff
Seconded by: Avni Rao
Voice Vote: Unanimous

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes  
A. October 24, 2023 
1. Not approved: Chair requests wait until January 2024 meeting to approve October minutes	

V. Citizen Participation: (up to 4 minutes per speaker)  
A. Council Responses to Citizen Participation  
B. Acknowledgement of written Citizen Participation 

VI. Presentation: Stormwater Resources & Additional Topics
Presenter: County Water Resources Commissioner Evan Pratt

Questions: 
· Can you explain the difference between retention and detention? 
· Does stormwater management fall on the County or Developers when building new construction?
· More people need to understand how forward thinking we are in terms of water management.
· Watershed Council has done green infrastructure trainings, do you think that this green infrastructure takes the place of wetlands/forestlands?
· Vulnerability Assessment vs. Opportunity Index (Suggestion from Commissioner Evan Pratt)
· Rain Garden Training Link https://secure.qgiv.com/for/friothrou/event/880821/

VII. Regular Business
A. Washtenaw County Climate Action Plan & Sustainability/Resilience Office
1. Budget and Staffing Status & Next Steps. 
a) Staff
b) Council Discussion
a. Andrew gave an overview of the budget that includes two structurally funded positions for the Resiliency Office. 
b. Commissioner Rabhi thanked for all of the advocacy and support for the office, and suggested to continue their advocacy throughout the final budget vote which is December 6th.			
B. Council Membership: 
1. Updates on upcoming five appointments to the WCEC. Staff
a) The Clerk’s office has received 5 applications for the 4 open seats, 3 of which are current appointees, and two are new applicants. 
b) The open seats are representing sustainable energy producers, racial equity and environmental issues, land use and preservation, and community groups. 
c) The Chair intends to make these appointments at the last meeting of the year, which is next Wednesday December 6th.

VIII. New Business
A. Proposed 2024 Meeting Calendar 
1. Moved by: Yousef
2. Seconded by: Liz
3. Passed by Unanimous Voice Vote

B. Appointments to Advisory and Recommendations Committee

C. Updates: Regional climate action planning by SEMCOG. Staff. 
1. State of Michigan is receiving comment on MI healthy climate plan and Governor signed Clean Energy bill today in Detroit 
2. SEMCOG through inflation reduction act, lots of money has been made available to enact regional climate action plans. 

IX. Communications and Reports 
A. Councilmembers   
1. Chair will put together a feedback form for Appointees to fill out information on 2023 meetings and who they would like to hear from in 2024. 
B. Staff  
C. Committees and Committee Reports

X. Adjourn  
A. Moved by: Yousef
B. Seconded by: Liz

