
Washtenaw County Environmental Council
 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024
5:00PM - 6:30PM
Remote Meeting via Zoom
Join by Zoom: https//zoom.us/join
Join by phone:1-312-626-6799
 Meeting ID: 873 0013 5225 
Passcode: 709275  
 
MARCH MINUTES
 
1. Call to Order  

2. Attendance   
In Attendance: Anne Brown, Andrew Comai, Michelle Deatrick, Gay MacGregor, Kris Olsson, Yousef Rabhi, Elizabeth Ratzloff, Katie Scott, Annie Somerville, Benjamin VanGessel, Hudson Villeneuve
Absent: Avni Rao, Tim Redmond

3. Land Acknowledgement

4. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by: Liz Ratzloff
Seconded by: Andrew Comai
Approved by: Unanimous Voice Vote

5. Approval of Minutes of February 26th Meeting
Moved by: Anne Brown
Seconded by: Hudson Villeneuve
Approved by: Unanimous Voice Vote

6. Public Comment/Citizen Participation: (up to 4 minutes per speaker)  

7. Council Responses to Citizen Participation  - None

a. Acknowledgement of any written Citizen Participation - None

8. Presentation: Proposed and Recommended Updates to the Washtenaw County Pollution Prevention Regulation.  Presenter: Kristen Schweighoefer, MPH, RS. Environmental Health Director, Washtenaw County Health Department 
a. Council responses and discussion.
b. Council Questions:
i. Was this regulatory process on hold for a while? Were there no inspections or applications going in during that time? 
ii. Is there a list of companies that have eliminated extremely hazardous substances? Does the county provide training to companies to move manufacturers away from EH substances?
iii. How many facilities are there in the County?
iv. How does the county handle legacy brownfield sites in the PC program? Are those actively inspected?
v. How do we spread the word among local governments that there is a Pollution Prevention Program?
vi. Is there going to be a negative impact on companies to go through this regulation? 
vii. Can you give us an example of the kinds of companies that would undergo these regulations?
c. Motion to approve the environmental council recommend that the County take up the proposed recommendations 
1. Moved by: Kris
2. Second: Liz
3. Discussion
a. Can we keep the fee structures lower for the smaller companies and higher for the bigger companies?
b. Refining the motion to something that aligns more with our values – for instance “Supporting the health departments endeavors to increase revenue for this program.” Does not want to vote on something that has to do with the general fund. 
c. We could vote on the regulation itself and not reference the fee structure. “We support both the regulation, and the health departments endeavors to increase revenue for this program.” 
4. Kris accepted a friendly amendment to her motion. The motion: The Council recommends that the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners approve the proposed regulation and the Health Department’s endeavors to increase revenue for this program.” 
a. The motion passed unanimously by vote

9. Regular Business
a. Washtenaw County Climate Action Plan & Sustainability/Resilience Office
i. Staffing Status. Andrew DeLeeuw, Deputy County Administrator
1. Steering committee made tremendous movement with this work, still in the process. Very impressed with the candidates and everyone knows the importance of this work. Should be able to report at the next meeting with more concrete details.
b. Council Discussion
c. Council Membership: Open seats
d. Updates on applications for the two open seats: Water Protection, Renewable Energy Provider. Andrew DeLeeuw, Deputy County Administrator 

10. Chair’s Report
a. April Meeting Update & Reminders 
i. Have invited MDOT to present, but we will have a great presentation from SEMCOG. Would like to fit in both if we can because of the timeliness of the topics. 
b. Bylaws Approval by BOC.
i. Were approved by the BOC at March 20th meeting. Will be asking that they are posted on the website. 

11. Council Officer Elections
a. The Council will be electing a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Second Vice Chairperson. Proposed election guidelines are in the Agenda packet. 
b. Chair 
i. Michelle Deatrick nominated by Annie Somerville 
ii. No other nominations 
iii. Unanimous Voice Vote to approve Michelle Deatrick as Chair for March 2024-March 2025.
c. Vice Chair 
i. Anne Brown nominated by Michelle Deatrick 
ii. Unanimous Voice Vote to approve Anne Brown as Chair for March 2024-March 2025. 
d. Second Vice Chair 
i. Liz Ratzloff nominated by Liz Ratzloff 
ii. Unanimous Voice Vote to approve Liz Ratzloff as Second Vice Chair for March 2024-March 2025. 

12. New Business
a. Communications and Reports 
i. Andrew DeLeeuw
1. SEMCOG Climate Pollution Reduction Grant. Board passed resolution allowing Washtenaw County to sign into the program. The Grant would likely be around $200M for seven SE Michigan counties for decarbonization efforts. Significant pollution reduction, around 400M metric tons avoided or reduced. 
2. Resilient Washtenaw, student group our of UM working on a toolkit for municipalities to reduce emissions. Toolkit will be published around the end of the Semester. 
3. Question: Are SEMCOG’s PCPs available? Andrew will share links.
a. https://www.semcog.org/desktopmodules/SEMCOG.Publications/GetFile.ashx?filename=SoutheastMichiganPriorityClimateActionPlan_2024.pdf
b. Councilmembers   
c. Staff  

13. Committees and Committee Reports
a. Outreach Committee Report (also see Agenda Packet Item #6)
i. Report of 
b. Advisory & Recommendations Committee Report (also see Agenda Packet Item #5)
i. Met and reviewed the dark skies initiative proposal and recommendations they gave to the council. Proposing to send a memo to BOC, Facilities, and Road Commission based on these recommendations. 
ii. Committee is proposing doing an audit of outdoor lighting on County properties, assessing per the ANSI standards and enacting a policy for outdoor lighting, adopting the ANSI standards of the illuminating engineering society (IES) for all County facilities including Road Commission and Facilities. 
iii. Add including recommended township ordinance language. 
iv. Yousef Rabhi asks for an explanation of why these recommendations are in the purview of the WCEC. Andrew de Leeuw asks for time for staff to review how long these projects would take before the WCEC passes this recommendation. 
v. Does the County have a roll in building code enforcement? 
1. County enforces but does not set codes.
vi. Andrew Comai Suggestion: the ANSI standard should be specifically called out and a typo fixed.  
c. MOTION: It was move that the Advisory and Recommendations Committee revise its proposal in response to any staff input and to respond to other input received from the Council.  
1. Moved by: Andrew Comai 
2. Seconded by: Kris Olsson
3. Approved by: Voice Vote

14. Move to adjourn by Michelle. Approved unanimously. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Next Meetings
Tuesday, April 23, 2024
Tuesday, May 28, 2024


