
WASHTENAW COUNTY

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
www.washtenaw.org/preservation

MEETING AGENDA 

DATE:      Thursday, May 2, 2024 
TIME:     5:30 pm – 7:00pm 
PLACE: Eastern County Government Center 

Office of Community & Economic Development – 2nd Floor 
415 W. Michigan Avenue, Ypsilanti, MI      

              Call to Order– Chair 
Roll Call – Secretary 
Approval of the Agenda of the Current Meeting – Chair 
Approval of the Minutes of Previous Meeting 4/4/2024– Chair 
Public Comment 

Items for Consideration 

 Groves Farm Study Committee Nominations  

 Letter of Support for HB5430 

Business and Reports 

 Staff Report  
o Local Historic Districts Updates: property sales 
o Groves Farm Staff visit 
o Northfield Township MPDF CLG Grant 
o Ordinance updates 
o Awards announcement draft  

 Treasurer Report  

Items for Discussion 

 Commissioner Updates 

Adjournment 
Next Meeting:  Thursday June 6, 2024 - Washtenaw County Eastern County Government Center 

Attachments:   
April 4, 2024 Meeting Minutes- Draft 
Drafted Letter of Support for HB5430 
Staff Report 
Awards Notification Draft 

http://www.washtenaw.org/preservation








WASHTENAW COUNTY 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

State of Michigan Legislature May 2nd, 2024 
735 E Michigan Ave 
Lansing, MI 48912 

RE: House Bill 5430 

Dear State of Michigan Legislature: 

At our regular meeting in May 2024, the WCHDC unanimously resolved to urge the 
Michigan Legislature to support Michigan House Bill 5430.  

HB5430 represents a significant opportunity to continue the important work initiated by the 
Michigan Historic Preservation Tax Credit (HTC). The key provisions of HB 5430, such as 
increasing the credit cap to $100 million, expanding eligibility criteria, and increasing the 
credit percentage for small income-producing and residential projects, are essential to 
addressing the needs of both large and small-scale preservation initiatives. The changes 
would positively impact homeowners, businesses, nonprofits, and the broader community. 

Passage of HB 5430 is essential for preserving our state's rich architectural heritage and 
recognizes the unique role that preservation projects play in economic development, 
particularly in smaller towns and rural areas. These initiatives can stimulate local 
economies, create jobs, and promote sustainable growth that respects our past while 
building for the future. 

Furthermore, the bill's emphasis on inclusivity, allowing participation from individuals, 
partnerships, corporations, non-profits, and other legal entities, ensures that a diverse range 
of stakeholders can benefit from the program. 

The Washtenaw County Historic District Commission supports House Bill 5430 and urge 
legislatures to pass this important legislation. Thank you for your consideration of this worthy Bill. 

Sincerely, 

Alice J. Ralph 
Washtenaw County Historic District Commission Chair 

415 W. Michigan Avenue, Suite 2200, Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
Phone: (734) 544-2954 http://www.washtenaw.org/preservation

http://www.washtenaw.org/preservation
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Washtenaw County Historic District Commission Staff Report 
May 2, 2024 

Items for Consideration by Commission  

 Groves Farm Study Committee: The HDC must submit a list of nomination for the Study Committee. A 
minimum of 5 members is required with at least one from the relevant local historical society. Jennifer 
Delisle, the President of the Northfield Township Historical Society has agreed to serve as a member. Cheri 
Szcodronski, who completed the Groves Farm survey and NRHP nomination, has also agreed to serve as a 
member. The list of nominees will be presented to the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners for 
appointment. 

 Letter of Support for HB5430: HB5430 was introduced to the State Legislature. This bill proposes 
numerous changes to the current, 2020, historic tax credit program. The proposed House Bill can be read 
in its entirety here. A fact sheet, created by the Michigan Historic Preservation Network is available here. A 
drafted letter is attached in the board packet. 

Local Historic Districts 

 Affidavits: Staff is currently working to submit affidavits to attach to the deed of the following properties: 

Wild-Frey Farm, Merriman Farm, Conant Farm, Popkins School, and Thornoaks. 

 Thornoaks legal: No further update at this time. Siding installed at 4071 Thornoaks Drive is not in 

compliance with the COA issued in February 2022. The appeal of the decision is in circuit court, no hearing 

date has been set. A Motion for Expedited Review was submitted on October 31, 2023. 

 Merriman Farm: The farm is currently for sale with an offer pending. Staff have communicated with the 

realtor and prospective buyer about projects they are interested in completing at the property.

 Wild-Frey Farm: The farm is currently for sale. Staff have communicated with the realtor and prospective 

buyers about owning an historic district property.

 Thornoaks: A property in Thornoaks was recently listed for sale. Staff have communicated with the realtor 

and sent an information packet for inclusion at the Open House.  

Groves Farm  

 Staff visited Groves Farm on April 23 to take updated photographs of the property and speak with the 
owner, Sally Louis, about the property’s history. Sally provided numerous original photos and 
documentation for inclusion in the Study Committee Report. These documents have been scanned and 
placed in a folder.  

Northfield Township MPDF CLG Grant 

 Cheri Szcodronski has received comments back from all stakeholders on the MPDF form for Northfield 
Township and will be incorporating those and presenting revisions within the next few weeks.

 Four sites have been identified as National Register eligible and have agreed to participate in the process. 
Cheri will conduct site visits to St. John’s, Zeeb Farm, Leland house, and German Park soon.

Ordinances updates  

 Revisions to the Ordinances were made and are undergoing internal review prior to submission to 
Corporation Counsel. Following Corporation Counsel approval, Ordinance revisions will be presented to 
the HDC for resolution to recommend approval. They will then be submitted to the Washtenaw County 
Board of Commissioners for review, approval, and adoption.   

HDC Outreach Planning 
 As part of the HDC’s efforts to engage in public outreach as outlined in the 2024 HDC Goals, staff has 

adapted previous HDC awards programs.

https://mhpn.sharepoint.com/sites/MHPNPublicPolicy/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FMHPNPublicPolicy%2FShared%20Documents%2FMichigan%20House%20Bill%205430%2F2024%2DHIB%2D5430%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FMHPNPublicPolicy%2FShared%20Documents%2FMichigan%20House%20Bill%205430&p=true&ga=1
https://www.mhpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/FACT-SHEET-HB-5430-2024-04-15-Formatted.pdf


2 

 Language outlining award application procedures has been submitted for consideration as an attachment 
to the meeting packet.

 As part of this review, the HDC must determine a due date for award nominations.

Washtenaw County Updates 

 Upcoming opportunities for outreach: 
o Michigan Historic Preservation Network Annual Conference: 5/9-5/11 in Kalamazoo 
o Washtenaw County Historical Consortium meeting dates: 5/21, 8/20, 11/19 
o Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners meetings: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
o Washtenaw County Finance communicates the county’s 4-year (quadrennial) budget at this site: 

https://www.washtenaw.org/584/Open-Book 

 Washtenaw County has a membership to the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC). 
Included in the membership are FREE webinars and online resources for staff and commissioners.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Kat Slocum, Staff to the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission 
Washtenaw County Office of Community & Economic Development  

https://www.mhpn.org/event/2024-mhpn-annual-statewide-preservation-conference/


2024 WCHDC Preservafion Awards

The WCHDC will consider up to four (4) awards each year from one or more categories. 

Nominafions should be submifted by ______.  Awards will be presented  ______.

AWARD CATEGORIES:

Outstanding Organizafion or Individual

This award is intended to recognize acfivifies and achievements by historic preservafion 

organizafions or individual(s) who promote historic preservafion throughout Washtenaw 

County.

Outstanding Business

Granted to a business that operates within Washtenaw County to recognize their outstanding 

achievements and excellence in protecfing and preserving local cultural and historic heritage.

Outstanding Local Historic District Owner

This award is intended to recognize owners of Washtenaw County Local Historic Districts who 

achieve excellence in preservafion acfivifies on their property.

Outstanding Realtor

Awarded to a realtor who goes above and beyond to promote historic district properfies and 

communicates openly and enthusiasfically about local historic designafion benefits.

Applicafion:

A formal nominafion packet for each awardee should include the following:

 A clear descripfion of the acfivifies and achievements involved.

 The name(s) and role(s) of persons and/or organizafions nominated for the 

community preservafion award.

 Explanafion of how this acfivity is endorsed the Secretary of the Interior's Standards 

and Guidelines (if applicable).

 Examples of the impact of this acfivity on the community or area. 

Applicafions should be emailed to Kat Slocum, Washtenaw County Historic Preservafion 

Specialist: slocumk@washtenaw.org

mailto:slocumk@washtenaw.org
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